
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
John 1:14  

Perhaps it is because this is the first Christmas 
for three years that seems rela:vely unaffected 
by covid (so far!), that the familiar is more than 
usually comfor:ng. Mince pies, carols in (many) 
parks, :nselled trees. And of course, the 
familiar story – Mary and Joseph’s journey, 
shepherds and angels, a cranky innkeeper. But 
the heart of Christmas is stunningly and 
irreducibly unfamiliar and almost beyond 
comprehension.  

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

The apostle Paul’s use of ‘flesh’ typically contrasts the Godward life energised by the 
Spirit, with the selfward life driven by sin. John’s use of the word ‘flesh’ implies what is 
weak, frail and mortal in contrast with the Word, which is transcendent, eternal and 
divine. John has in mind that which is from below, as contrasted with that which is from 
above. So the apostle’s asser:on - ‘the Word became flesh’ – is nothing less than 
shocking.  

It was through the Word that the world was made, and yet in Jesus, the author of 
crea:on becomes a part of the crea:on. He who ‘flung stars into space’, rests his infant 
head upon his mother’s shoulder to sleep. Seventeenth century poet, John Donne 
described the wondrous paradox: ‘Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb’. (Annuncia>on)  

In light of the incarna:on of the Word, we must say that every life maWers. God did not 
turn his back on a world of sin, but chose to love us not merely from a distance, but from 
the inside. In Jesus, God knows all the limits, weaknesses and mortality of human 
experience. Though Jesus was without sin, he lived as one of us, in a world subject to 
death and decay. He lived a fully human life that human life might be fully redeemed and 
by his death he opened the way to life to the full and life forever with him.  

I am deeply grateful for all you are doing to make known in your neighbourhoods and 
spheres of ministry the glory and wonder of the Word made flesh this Christmas. There 
should be no doub:ng that the ‘the weary world rejoices’ in the dawning of the light in 
Jesus. It remains the very best of news, and the world longs for such hope.  

The Lord be with you, and those you love. Happy Christmas.  

- Kanishka Raffel  
Archbishop of Sydney
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Birthdays 
26th Sherida Findell  
 Pam Moore  
27th Ed Stanojevic 
29th Rhys Faulconbridge 

Anniversaries 

Financial Update 
(YTD 22nd December 2022) 

Income $171,008 Expenses $177,750 Difference -$6,742

The people who are serving us  
 9am  25th Dec  9.30am  1st Jan 
Welcomer:  H & J Mills  K & R Eton 
Bible Reader:  G Taylor  P Moore 
Prayer Leader:  P Taylor  R Hannam 
Morning Tea:  N/A  C Bonnici/J Orange  
MT Clean Up:  N/A  D Orange 
    
Saturday Cleaning: P & G Taylor/C Bonnici  Saturday Mowing: J Klasson/C Smith

Merry Christmas 
We're delighted that you could join us for 
Christmas. We pray that you might be 
encouraged by God to see the world his 
way, and to understand Christmas as a 
:me of rejoicing for the miraculous gil of 
God with us, Emmanuel. 

5pm Service 
Our regular 5pm service will be taking a 
break, and will resume from Sunday, 29th 

January 2023. 
We will have an informal Bible-study 
gathering each Sunday from 1st to 22nd 
January 2023 at 5pm.

Church News



Lasting Joy 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Sam Pursell • 25th December 2022 

Next Sunday…  
‘What does it take to be happy?’ • Sam Pursell • Readings: MaWhew 5:1-12 & Psalm 112



35 Fisher Street (PO Box 68) Oak Flats NSW 2529 
Phone:  4256 6464    Email: office@oakflatsanglican.com    SMS: 0477 764 988 

Website: oakflatsanglican.com    Livestream:  live.oakflatsanglican.com 
Elvanto member website: oakflatsanglican.elvanto.com.au 

Minister: Rev Sam Pursell - 0417 711 314 - sam.pursell@oakflatsanglican.com 

Parish Administrator: Miss Valerie O’Regan - 0408 271 189 - val.oregan@oakflatsanglican.com 
Office Hours: Mon & Fri: 9am-5pm 

Wardens: Dave Crook - 0404 337 502; Andy Peters - 0414 799 001; Peter Taylor - 0448 190 946 
Pastoral Care: Rhonda Slocombe - 0400 679 703 - rhonda.slocombe@oakflatsanglican.com 
Prayer Coordinator: Geoff Kyngdon - 0417 044 565 - geoff.kyngdon@oakflatsanglican.com 

Safe Ministry Representa8ve: Harley Mills - 0409 562 932 - harley.mills@oakflatsanglican.com 

GIVE ELECTRONICALLY - BANK DETAILS 
Name: Oak Flats Anglican   BSB: 633 000 Account: 164 385 841

Your kids are welcome 
Children are welcome to stay with you 
during church. Kids church starts roughly 
15 mins into the 9:30am service (during 
school terms). 
You may also take your child to the Cry 
Room at the rear of the church to watch 
us live on a TV. 

Check out our bookstall 
View our quality selec:on of Chris:an 
books for sale at the bookstall located at 
the rear of the church. 

Join a Bible study group 
Our midweek Bible study groups are 
great for connec:ng with others.  
To join a group, contact the office. 

We are filming church  
(9:30am service only) 
For those unable to aWend, we are 
streaming and recording video at 
live.oakflatsanglican.com.  
You may be filmed. 

Kids and Youth programs 
In school terms, we offer a range of 
midweek programs for toddlers, children 
and youth. 

Weekly prayer mee=ng 
Saturday, 7:30am (online via Zoom) 
A :me to share, to encourage, and to 
pray for one another. Come join us and 
experience and power of prayer! 
Contact Geoff Kyngdon for details.

Informa8on about our Church

Scan for the online ‘Contact Us’ form
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Prayers
REGULAR PRAYERS (CYCLE 3 OF 4) 
Government 

The Premier and NSW poli:cians. 

World Focus 

The con:nent of Asia. 

Mission Partners 

Stewart Con:nuing Ministries - training 
leaders of the persecuted church in 
ministry. 

Organisa8ons We Support 

Youthworks and the Bible Society. 

Word Ministry Training 

Ministry Training and Development 
(MT&D) and the Ministry Training Strategy 
(MTS). 

Staff and Senior Leadership 

Wardens and Parish Councillors. 

Children and Youth Ministry 

Kids’ Church. 

Adult Ministry 

Seniors (Time Out). 

Local Evangelism 

Outreach to emergency services and 
community groups. 

Members unable to a]end church 

Those house-bound or living in nursing 
homes including Bob & Margaret 
Abrahams, Olga Covetz, Audrey Ford 
and Lily Lyddiard. 

Local Public Schools 

Oak Flats Public, Balarang Public and Oak 
Flats High.

CURRENT PRAYERS 
The World 
Peace in our world, in par:cular Ukraine. 
For the spread of the Gospel. 
Good and just governments. 
Our World 
Leaders to lead with all people in mind. 
Infla:onary pressures to ease. 
Those who spend their Christmas season 
caring for others - doctors, nurses, 
transport and hospitality workers, carers, 
police, and other essen:al service 
providers. 
Our Ministries 
Our communi:es, that so desperately 
need Jesus. 
Sufficient financial resources to sustain 
and expand our ministries. 
All our ministry leaders and bible study 
group leaders. 
Our “personal” witness for the Gospel. 
Our People 
Mission mindedness locally and further 
afield. 
A generous spirit towards those in real 
need of help. 
For health considera:ons. 
Those for whom this season is difficult, 
due to grief or rela:onship breakdown. 
People in need  
Olga & John Covetz, Dave & Jan Crook, 
Auriel & Barrie Hadley, Robert & Raija 
Hannam, Pauline Kirby, Joy Meyer, Allan 
Quinn, Merv & Nola Sercombe, Mary 
Straughan, Chris & John Wilson.

Contact our Prayer Coordinator, Geoff Kyngdon with any prayer requests or if you wish to be part of the  
prayer chain. He can be contacted on either 0417 044 565 or geoff.kyngdon@oakflatsanglican.com.
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