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THE LORD REIGNS 
When we feel hard done by, is tempting for the ends to justify the means. We seek for 
the right thing to be done, but tell people only part of the truth to bolster our case.


This is often the pattern when people argue online. Tell half the truth, dismiss others, 
and hammer your point home with insults. It is tempting for Christians to engage in 
similar ways, because in the short-term, it seems to be a strategy that wins.


But this is not what God calls us to. He wants us to always act in ways that are good, 
and leave the difference up to him. So, we do not cheat, lie or twist the truth to ensure 
a win. We discuss truthfully, argue the truth, do what is good, and bless others. And if 
we are losers because of it, we entrust ourselves to God who sees all and will set 
things right in his judgement.


Ultimately, don’t we know that what God thinks and decides is what counts?


1 Peter 3:9-12:


Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For,  
	 “Whoever would love life  
	 	 and see good days  
	 must keep their tongue from evil  
	 	 and their lips from deceitful speech. 
	 They must turn from evil and do good; 
	 	 they must seek peace and pursue it. 
	 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous  
	 	 and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
	 but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

- Sam Pursell



Prayers
REGULAR PRAYERS (CYCLE 3 OF 4) 
Government: 
The Premier and NSW politicians.

World Focus: 
The continent of Asia.

Mission Partners: 
Stewart Continuing Ministries - training 
leaders of the persecuted church in 
ministry.

Organisations We Support: 
Youthworks and the Bible Society

Word Ministry Training: 
Ministry Training and Development 
(MT&D) and the Ministry Training Strategy 
(MTS).

Staff and Senior Leadership: 
Wardens and Parish Councillors.

Children’s and Youth Ministry: 
Andy’s Club.

Adult Ministries: 
Prime Time and Interact.

Local Evangelism: 
Outreach to emergency services and 
community groups.

Members unable to attend church: 
Those house-bound or living in nursing 
homes including Bob & Margaret 
Abrahams, Marlene Arthur, Audrey Ford 
and Lily Lyddiard.

Local Public Schools: 
Oak Flats Public, Balarang Public and 
Oak Flats High.

Other Regular Matters: 
Our ongoing financial needs for the 
ministry at our church and beyond.


CURRENT PRAYERS 
Church people who are unwell

Bob Abrahams, Margaret Abrahams, 
Marlene Arthur, Jean Beetles, Olga Covetz, 
Jan Crook, Peter Evans, Barrie Hadley, 
Raija Hannam, Robert Hannam, Erin Hick, 
Pauline Kirby, Joy Meyer, James Mills, 
Charlie October, David Paduch, Allan 
Quinn, Merv Sercombe, Sue Simpson, 
Hanno Stanojevic, Eileen Stokes, Mary 
Straughan, Betty Uren, Susan Vickery, Chris 
Wilson.

Father's Day 
Give thanks and pray for all Fathers - for 
love and wisdom as they serve their 
families. Give thanks that we all have a 
perfect Heavenly Father. Pray for those who 
find this day difficult.

Lockdown 
Pray for those in our church and community 
that are affected by Covid, whether it be 
their health, their livelihood, isolation from 
loved ones, stress/anxiety, domestic 
violence, grief.

Pray that we can be caring for our 
neighbours and looking out for how we can 
help during this difficult season for many.

School online 
Pray for households where kids are 
experiencing school online. Some delight in 
this, others find it extremely disconcerting 
and hard to handle. 

Pray for parents and carers, that they 
continue being wise, patient and loving.

COVID-19 
Pray for State and Federal Governments as 
they continue to work through difficulties 
which have come about because of 
COVID-19.

Pray for our health care workers - doctors, 
nurses, aged care workers, allied health 
workers, and those involved with testing.

Continue to pray that the rollout of the 
vaccine will go smoothly and speedily.




James 4: Faith that Works 
James 2:14-26 

Sam Pursell • 5th September 2021 

1. Faith without deeds is useless (14-17) 

2. Faith without deeds is demonic (18-19) 

3. Deeds prove faith (20-24) 

4. Faith without deeds is dead (25-26)

Next Sunday… 
James: ‘Taming the tongue‘ • James 3:1-12 • Sam Pursell
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GIVE ELECTRONICALLY - BANK DETAILS 
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LADIES DINNER IS MOVING ONLINE 
Join us on Zoom on Tuesday 14th 
September at 7pm with guest speaker 
Stacie Pakula.

Grab a cuppa, and take a seat as we 
look at God's word together.

Click here to join on the night: bit.ly/
OFAladies

BCA BOX COLLECTION 
BCA boxes are normally collected 
this month. However, due to lockdown 
people can either hold onto the coins 
until lockdown finishes, or count and 
direct debit the amount to: 

Name The Bush Church Aid Society of 
Australia

BSB 032 008  ACC 000 706 

Reference BN00153

SOUTHERN CROSS 
The latest issue of Southern Cross is 
available to view/download online.

Please contact the office if you would 
like a hard copy.


AFGHANISTAN UPDATE 
Anglican Aid is currently developing 
plans together with various partners to 
provide for those who have managed to 
escape by plane or over the border into 
Pakistan. 

We will keep you updated and will launch 
an appeal when we have greater 
certainty. In the meantime, we urge you 
to pray for protection for our Christian 
brothers and sisters in particular.

Click here for more information as it 
comes, and a prayer from Archbishop 
Raffel.

KIDS’ CHURCH AT HOME 
Make sure you check our YouTube 
channel for the next video for Kid's 
Church and we hope the kids enjoy their 
latest home kit.

VIRTUAL MORNING TEA 
Join us on Zoom after the morning 
service at bit.ly/OFAzoomMT for a virtual 
morning tea together.


Church News

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
(YTD 2 September 2021)


Income $130,930 	 Expenses $130,930	           Difference $0

(includes Government grants 
worth $8,764)
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