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REFLECTION: WOMEN OF THE WORD  
How to Study the Bible with Both Our Hearts and Our Minds  

When I read the Bible on my own, I can be much like the person described in James 1, 
who looks at the mirror and walks away, instantly forgetting what they meant to fix. 
Unless, that is, I have some kind of bible study tool at hand: a set of questions or a 
good commentary that can help me switch my brain on. These tools prevent me from 
glossing over things, especially the familiar things. They mean the difference between 
having only the foggiest memory of where I got up to yesterday and having the truth of 
scripture taking root in my mind and springing back into my thought life later that day 
and in the days that follow.


Jen Wilkin’s book, "Women of the Word”, is about reading the Bible with process, 
purpose and prayer. She outlines an approach that could be used by any Christian 
wanting to really get the most out of their Bible reading, no matter what age or stage. 
One of my favourite strategies she recommends is printing out the text you’re studying 
in large font, double spaced. Then get your coloured pencils and get to work. Annotate 
the text with your questions, circle unknown words or names or locations, underline 
repeated words and phrases, highlight the beginning of new sections or transition 
words, number key points made by the writer. Wilkin then goes into more detail of how 
we might interpret and apply the passage, but this initial work of comprehension, of 
noticing, of questioning, is fundamental to the process of ‘owning’ your study of the 
Word.


No Bible study tool is an end in itself. And there is no Bible literacy entrance exam for 
the Kingdom of God. But when I have come to his Word as a hungry student, ready to 
work hard and not merely browse the text for my special thought-for-the-day, Christ 
has richly blessed me with new insights into his character and grace. 


- Susan Pursell



Prayers
REGULAR PRAYERS (CYCLE 2 OF 4) 
Government: 
The Prime Minister and our federal 
politicians.

World Focus: 
The continent of Europe. The persecuted 
church.

Mission Partners: 
Matthew Meek, ministry to overseas 
university students with AFES in 
Wollongong and beyond. 

Shord and Ann van Donge, training and 
serving in cross-cultural ministry.

Organisations We Support: 
Evangelism and New Churches, and the 
fruit of our regular gifts to purchase new 
church land.

Word Ministry Training: 
Youthworks College.

Staff and Senior Leadership: 
Valerie O'Regan (Parish Administrator).

Children’s and Youth Ministry: 
Kids’ Club.

Adult Ministries: 
Men’s and Women’s ministry, including 
the dinners.

Local Evangelism: 
Our Anglican Southern Illawarra Mission 
Area church network.

Special Needs: 
Those serving in the defence forces.

Other Regular Matters: 
Former members of our church currently 
in Word ministry roles.

CURRENT PRAYERS 
Church people who are unwell

Bob Abrahams, Margaret Abrahams, 
Marlene Arthur, Jean Beetles, Olga 
Covetz, Jan Crook, Peter Evans, Raija 
Hannam, Robert Hannam, Erin 
Hick, Pauline Kirby, James Mills, Charlie 
October, David Paduch, Allan Quinn, 
Merv Sercombe, Sue Simpson, Hanno 
Stanojevic, Eileen Stokes, Mary 
Straughan, Betty Uren, Susan Vickery, 
Chris Wilson.

Lockdown  
Pray that the current lockdown would be 
able to end quickly. Pray for those who 
struggle with isolation, who are ill or 
afraid. Pray that God will bring comfort to 
those in need. Pray for families and 
business who have been impacted 
financially by this lockdown.

Our Church family 
Pray that we will be able to contact, 
support and encourage those not in Bible 
Study groups at this time. Pray also that 
Bible Study leaders are able to get their 
groups to meet online, and that the 
technology will work.

Children's and Youth Ministry 
Pray for ongoing wisdom, creativity and 
strength for our children and youth 
ministry leaders as they seek to make 
and grow disciples of Christ among our 
young people despite current limitations 
on gathering.

COVID-19 
Continue to pray for the outbreak in 
Sydney that has affected Wollongong and 
Shellharbour. Pray that people will be 
sensible and that the situation will be 
under control soon. 

Continue to pray that the rollout of the 
vaccine will go smoothly and speedily.




Judges 11: Religion without the righteous Lord 
Judges 17 & 18 

Sam Pursell!• 1st August 2021 
1. Idol religion (17:1-6) 

2. Idle religion (17:7-13) 

3. The downfall of disowning God (18) 

4. True religion 

Next Sunday… 
Judges:!‘Rebels without a king‘!• Judges 19 - 21!• Sam Pursell
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Safe Ministry Representative: Harley Mills M: 0409 562 932 E: harley.mills@oakflatsanglican.com

Pastoral Care: Rhonda Slocombe M: 0400 679 703 E: rhonda.slocombe@oakflatsanglican.com


GIVE ELECTRONICALLY - BANK DETAILS 
Name: Oak Flats Anglican	   BSB: 633 000	 Account: 164 385 841

KIDS’ CHURCH AT HOME 
Make sure you check our YouTube 
channel for the next video for Kid's 
Church and we hope the kids enjoy their 
latest home kit.

VIRTUAL MORNING TEA 
Join us on Zoom after the morning 
service at https://bit.ly/OFAzoomMT for 
a virtual morning tea together.


LONELINESS WEBINAR 
Single Minded has decided to offer their 
upcoming webinar ('Finding God in 
Our Loneliness' with Lydia Browback) on 
Saturday 14th August absolutely free. 

This webinar is for both 
single and married Christians who are 
eager to consider the topic of loneliness 
in light of the gospel. All information is 
available at the Single Minded website.


Church News

OUR BIRTHDAYS 
3rd	 Ethan Dobbie

	 David Paduch

7th	 Daniel Rainey


OUR ANNIVERSARIES 
3rd	 David & Christina Paduch


 

 
	 


FINANCIAL UPDATE (YTD 29 July 2021)


Income $104,560	 Expenses $109,062	 Difference -$4,502 
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