
WELCOME TO CHURCH • SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 2020

STAYING THE SAME FOR THE SAKE OF 
THE GOSPEL 

Hang on a minute! Didn’t I just write about changing the other week? Yes, but there is more 
to add!

Last century, western culture moved away from institutions, including the church, and 
expressive individualism continued to grow. Therefore, some churches began to change 
their doctrine, practices and style and in order to keep relevant. Of course, some churches 
realised the dangers in this and aimed to hold fast to doctrine, while changing in other areas 
to connect to the culture, like Paul promotes. The same gospel, but in a different wrapper.

This did work to an extent, and many people were reached, but it had a negative effect. 
Once good doctrine is confirmed, people now judged churches on their wrapper. This then 
causes a big problem within the church. For variations in church styles and practices can 
end up reinforcing expressive individualism in the church – not so much for unbelievers as 
already believing Christians. So, now I tick the good doctrine box by default, but really look 
for the church with the style that fit my self-image. The church-shopper is born. This 
thinking is antithetical to making disciples of Christ who lay down their lives for the kingdom 
of Jesus.

What can we do? At least two things.

Firstly, change for connection, not consumerism. It’s worth remembering that Paul’s 
concerns was not for Christians, but for those who did not know Christ yet. We must ensure 
our efforts at change are truly for the benefit of the outsider, and not merely an expression of 
our own preferences and self-image. This involves insight and humility.

Secondly, commit deeply to one another. If we are to begin to overcome our society’s 
pervasive loneliness caused by the granularization of preferences cause by extreme 
expressive individualism, we need to spend time with one another and grow through the 
challenges we cause each other! Freedom to be vulnerable in front of others, 
acknowledging others’ preferences, praising the gifts and contribution of others, sharing 
joys and sorrows, being self-controlled on our frustrations – the list could go on. 

We all want to promote and be a part of a deep and loving fellowship which changes lives, 
but will commit to and give up our preferences for it.

- SAM PURSELL



Prayers
REGULAR PRAYERS (CYCLE 3 OF 4) 
Government: 
The The Premier and NSW politicians.

World Focus:

The continent of Asia. 
Mission Partners:

Stewart Continuing Ministries - training 
leaders of the persecuted church in 
ministry.

Organisations We Support: 
Youthworks and the Bible Society

Word Ministry Training: 
Ministry Training and Development 
(MT&D) and the Ministry Training Strategy 
(MTS).

Staff and Senior Leadership: 
Warden's and Parish Councillors.

Children’s and Youth Ministry: 
Andy’s Club.

Adult Ministries: 
Prime Time and Interact.

Local Evangelism: 
Outreach to emergency services and 
community groups.

Members unable to attend church: 
Those house-bound or living in nursing 
homes including Audrey Ford, Lily 
Lyddiard, Howard Slocombe, and Bruce 
Smith.

Local Public Schools: 
Oak Flats Public, Balarang Public and 
Oak Flats High.

Other Regular Matters: 
Our ongoing financial needs for the 
ministry at our church and beyond.


CURRENT PRAYERS 
Church people who are unwell 
Bob Abrahams, John Angus, Marlene 
Arthur, Jean Beetles, Jan Crook, Raija 
Hannam, Robert Hannam, Pauline Kirby, 
Yvonne Matthiassen, Joy Meyer, James 
Mills, Noel Monk, Pam Moore,Â Allan 
Quinn, Merv Sercombe, Sue Simpson, 
Eileen Stokes, Mary Straughan, Charlie 
October, Betty Uren, Chris Wilson.

Protests in America

Pray for peace in America as protests 
against Police brutality continue. Pray for 
all who are suffering and that they might 
have the opportunity to discover the 
comfort and security of a relationship with 
their Creator.

Peace in our time

Pray for peace as many countries 
continue in war, and for calm as much of 
our world faces a constantÂ threat from 
terrorism.

Recent illnesses

Pray for all those who have recently been 
hospitalised or unwell. Pray for healing 
and comfort for them and their families.

COVID-19

Pray for wisdom, insight and knowledge 
for scientists and researchers as they 
search for the most effective treatments 
and for a vaccine. Pray for a vaccine to be 
quickly discovered, tested, developed, 
and made available.

Church family

Continue to uphold Sam, the Wardens 
and Parish Council as they lead us during 
this uncertain time.

Give thanks that even though our 
gatherings may look different, that we can 
still meet together. Pray for wisdom in the 
next few weeks as restrictions roll back.




DANIEL 
9. The prayer of humble repentance 

Daniel 9:1-27 
Sam Pursell • 14th June 2020 

1.     Moved to heartfelt prayer (1-3)

 


2.     Prayer: Confessing to the awesome God (4-10)

 


3.     Prayer: Acknowledging the previous punishment of God (11-14)

 


4.     Prayer: Appealing to God’s great mercy (15-19)

 


5.     An answer given (20-27)


Next Sunday… 
‘Prepare for the end’ • Daniel 10:1-12:13 • Sam Pursell
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GIVE ELECTRONICALLY - BANK DETAILS 
Name: Oak Flats Anglican	  BSB: 633 000	 Account: 164 385 841

KIDS’ CHURCH 
This week’s videos and activities for 
Daniel 9 can be accessed here -  
https://bit.ly/ofasundaykids.


VIRTUAL MORNING TEA 
Join us on Zoom after the morning 
service on Sundays at https://bit.ly/
2ygoOyC for a virtual morning tea 
together. You will require a password 
which is 081977.


OUR BIRTHDAYS 
14th 	 Robert Hannam

17th 	 Eliza Kyngdon (Mission Partner)

20th 	 Anita Lovell (Mission Partner)


OUR ANNIVERSARIES 
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